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What should children at Year 2 level be able to do? 

1.  Numbers, Number Patterns and Place Value. 
Children should be able to: 

 Count reliably at least 30 objects 

 Count on and back in steps of 1s, 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s 

 Recognise odd and even numbers up to 30 

 Read and write numerals from 0 to at least 30 

 Know what each digit in a two-digit number represents.  

 Partition numbers into tens and units 

 Compare and order numbers to at least 30 and position them on a number track 

 Use the’ =’ sign to represent equality 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 knowing the number names and recite them in order to 30 (then extend), from and back to zero.  

 counting up to 30 objects and understand that if they re-arrange the objects the numbers stay the 
same.  

 using a number line and a number grid.  

 estimating a number of objects up to 30.  

 comparing two 2-digit numbers, recognising the larger and smaller and giving a number which lies 
between them.  

 reading and recognising number names and matching them to the numerals.  

 counting by grouping objects.  

 knowing that in a two digit number e.g. 14, is one ten and four ones (units).  

 rehearsing counting in 10’s  

 understanding that even numbers make two equal towers and odd numbers do not.  

 recognising the unit digit in an odd or even number.  

 recognising and predicting a number pattern and their relationships. 

 knowing that the between numbers are those found in the middle of two numbers.  
 

2. Addition and Subtraction 
Children should be able to: 

 understand the operation of addition, and of subtraction (as ‘take away’, ‘difference’, and ‘how 
many more to make’), and use the related vocabulary.  

 Recognise that addition can be done in any order. 

 Use the +, - and = signs to write a number sentence 

 Add more than two numbers together 

 Identify the number that is 1 or 10 less than any given number within the range 0 to 30 

 Know by heart all pairs of numbers with a total of 10; e.g. 3+7 and their corresponding subtraction 
facts. 

 Know by heart addition doubles of all numbers to at least 5 (up to a total of 10) 

 Use the following mental strategies: 
o Use knowledge that addition can be done in any order to do mental calculations more 

efficiently 
o Identify near doubles, using doubles already known 
o Add 9 to a single digit number by adding 10 and subtracting 1 
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o Use known number facts to add and subtract  
o Bridge to 10, when adding a single digit number 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 solving addition and /or subtraction calculation using number line and/or number grid as needed.  
o using concrete objects, pictures, and practical activities in real life context.  
o using and exploring different strategies such as:  
o starting with the larger and counting on, when adding two quantities.  
o making 5.  
o making 10.  
o adding and subtracting 10 using number grid.  
o use facts to 10.  
o bridging to 10 (Example 3).  
o bridging to 20 (Example 4).  
o writing the bigger number first (Example 5).  
o use portioning into ‘5 and a bit’ when adding 6,7,8 or 9, then recombine (Example 6).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Children should be given the opportunity to discover and 
experiment with other strategies related to addition and 
subtraction using place value and number patterns.)  
 
 
 
 

3. Mass (weight) 
Children should be able to: 

 understand and use the vocabulary related to mass to compare two masses by direct comparison; 

extend to more than two. 

 Measure using uniform non-standard units. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 suggesting suitable uniform non-standard units and measuring equipment to estimate, then 
measure, a mass  

 recording estimates and measurements e.g. ‘about as heavy as 20 cubes’.  

 practising comparing the mass (weight) of two objects using the balance scales (rocker balance or 
pan scales) and choosing which object is heavier or lighter (understanding that the heavier side goes 
down and the lighter side goes up).  

 understanding that smaller objects are not necessarily lighter than bigger objects, i.e. recognising 
that mass (weight) and size are not necessarily related. This could be carried out using toys or 
vegetables and fruits.  
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 being exposed to the standard units in their environment (to become aware), i.e. kilograms and 
grams.  
 

4. Capacity 
Children should be able to: 

 understand and use the vocabulary related to capacity 

 compare two capacities by direct comparison; extend to more than two. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 measuring using uniform non-standard units (e.g. yoghurt pots, jam jar, beaker, eggcup) or standard 
units (e.g . litre jugs).  

 suggesting suitable standard or uniform non-standard units and measuring equipment to estimate, 
then measuring a capacity, recording estimates and measurements as ‘about 3 beakers full’ or ‘ 
almost 5 tea cups full’, etc.  

 filling containers to given capacities, e.g show half full, then nearly full, then full, etc.  

 estimating the order of capacity of a set of containers and later measuring each container using non-
standard units to find the actual capacity in terms of yoghurt pots, cups, eggcups, etc.  
 

5. Length 
Children should be able to: 

 understand and use the vocabulary related to length. 

 compare two lengths / heights by direct comparison; extend to more than two. 

 suggest suitable standard or uniform non-standard units and measuring units to estimate. 

 measure the length or height of an object using non-standard units. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 comparing two lengths and recognising that one is longer, the other is shorter.  

 comparing two heights and recognising that when one is taller the other is shorter.  

 choosing two objects and predicting which one is longer / taller / shorter using appropriate vocabulary 
and then putting them side by side and checking.  

 recognising that different units can be used to measure length or height. (e.g. towers of ten interlocking 
cubes, drinking straws, strips of squared paper, paper clips etc.)  

 recognising that the units must be placed end to end and should be the same length.  

 recognising that the first unit must be lined up with the end of the object to be measured.  

 recognising that the length is not usually an exact number of units.  
 

6. Time 
Children should be able to: 

 understand and use the vocabulary related to time. 

 order familiar events in time. 

 know the days of the week in order and the seasons of the year. 

 read the time to the hour or half hour. 

 show the time to the hour or half hour on an analogue clock. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 
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 experiencing the duration of 1 minute, e.g. by clapping rhythmically and counting up to 60, or by 

using a minute egg/sand timer.  

 counting the number of times something occurs in one minute.  

 identifying and talk about events that last 1 hour/half hour e.g. the Maths lessons lasts half an hour.  

 talking about activities using vocabulary such as yesterday, today and tomorrow.  

 sequencing events according to time and explain the appropriateness of events at different times of 
the day, e.g. lunch at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  

 constructing a clock face.  

 drawing the hands to show the hour and half hour.  

 practicing telling the time from both analogue and 12-hour digital clocks and connecting time to the 
events of a day.  

 creating and using an analogue/digital timeline.  

 listening to stories, poems or songs that will give them the opportunity to reinforce understanding, 
allow for application and may also provide the opportunity for creation e.g. role play.  

 creating their own journal.  

 

7. Money 
Children should be able to: 

 recognise coins of different values up till two euro. 

 work out totals up to 20 cent. 

 work out change from 20 cent. 

 understand notation € for euro and c for cent. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 using coins in role play and shopping activities in the classroom.  

 exploring different ways of making up a total.  

 handling coins to reinforce understanding that having one coin can be more valuable than having 
many of a different type. e.g A 10c coin is more valuable that five 1c coins.  

 discovering the real value of amounts of money in life by visiting shops or finding priced items at 
home e.g. What items can you really buy with 10c or 20c? – financial literacy.  
 

8. Shapes and Symmetry 
Children should be able to: 

 name and talk about 2-D (flat) shapes and their properties such as the number and type of sides and 

the number of corners. 

 name and talk about 3-D (solid) shapes and their properties such as the number and the shape of 

faces, edges and corners. 

 recognise and draw the line of symmetry of familiar objects and shapes around them. 

 recognise line symmetry. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 handling common 2D and 3D shapes and find corresponding shapes in the surrounding 
environments through fun activities such as shape hunts.  

 explaining the differences and similarities between two given shapes in response to questions such 
as, “Why is this a square?” using vocabulary related to properties of shapes.  

 comparing and contrasting 2D and 3D shapes by stating their properties.  
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 making models using various 3D shapes from real-life and describe them.  

 making patterns and pictures with 2D shapes  
 

9. Position, Direction and Angles 
Children should be able to: 

 follow instructions related to positions, direction and movement. 

 use everyday language to describe position, direction and movement. 

 recognise right and left. 

 recognise whole and half turns. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 following a sequence of instructions, use and experience positional vocabulary in different contexts 
(e.g. treasure hunt,  games, online activities,  

 combining two movements into one (e.g. forward 3 and forward 4 is forward 7, forward 5 and 
backwards 2 is forward 3).  

 recognising opposites in everyday language related to position, direction and movement.  

 talking about things that turn (e.g. clock hands, roamers, cars, themselves)  

 identifying the difference between left and right through practical situations (may also include 
games like Twister).  

 comparing whole and half turns with the movement of the clock hands and other similar activities.  
 

10. Data Handling 
Children should be able to: 

 solve a given problem by sorting, classifying and organising information in simple ways. 

 discuss and explain results. 

 

Children should be given a range of opportunities such as: 

 sorting objects or pictures in two distinct categories (categories can be identified by adult or by children 
themselves).  

 looking closely at categories to understand that the same objects can be sorted in different ways.  

 sorting objects or pictures in a list or simple table.  
 

Interesting websites and links: 

 primarymaths.skola.edu.mt 

 

 https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Curriculum/Years-1-to-6/Pages/default.aspx 


